Texas's Wide Open Spaces
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NEW WEST

Billing itself as "the ultimate hideout,” the chic Lajitas sits on 25,000 acres between
Big Bend National and State parks and offers the amenities of contemporary West-
ern living, including an 18-hole golf course with four holes on an island in the Rio
Grande and an optional par-one in Mexico, as well as a spa with an aptly named
three-treatment, two-and-a-half-hour special called the Escape ($225). But if you're
hankering for the perfect combination of old and new, sign up for the "So You Wanna
Be a Cowboy” package: The two-night stay includes custom-fit cowboy boots, a
shooting lesson, two half-day horseback rides to a nearby mine and ghost town,
gourmet cowboy grub, and accommodations. Prefer to explore the area on a bike?
The X Bar Ranch has 16 miles of moderately technical, mostly single-track trails that
run through hills, mesquite flats, and dry riverbeds.
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Lodgings at the Red Mountain Spa

Utah's Red Rocks

94 AMERICAN WAY OCTOBER 1 2006



